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In a year filled with departures, this newsletter is a departure. Personal archival items collected by Seaver Center staff are shared
below. But first, featured is a Your Story Matters profile on a Los Angeles County resident and global citizen caught in the pandemic.

YOUR STORY MATTERS

In early May the History Department introduced a community campaign to collect stories from those living in the Los Angeles and
southern California region for their thoughts and experiences in coping with the pandemic crisis. Stories are sought to be archived -
allowing for future generations to learn from history happening at the moment - by visiting Your Story Matters to fill out an online set of
questions. Digital images, along with audio and video clips, are welcomed.

Greg Molinari shared his story - and his written submission has been expanded below resulting from several follow-up email
conversations.

Home base is Whittier, though the early roots for Greg's parents were in Inglewood, Bell and Huntington Park. For a number of years
Greg was working in Guangzhou in Guangdong Province, China. On January 20th, several days before the New Year, he took a red-
eye flight headed for Manila in the Philippines. Three days into his anticipated three-week stay in Cebu City, he was stunned to see
the television news coming out of China.

Through WeChat communications with colleagues he soon learned that the entire country came under lockdown. The following
months were punctuated by negotiating temporary living quarters and securing airline flights. The Airbnb reservation system was
disrupted, and Greg was met with a lot of starts and stops. At times when international flights were operating, the domestic planes
were grounded.
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Eventually he settled into a new normalcy: he attained a permit allowing him to cross checkpoints between Baranguays
(neighborhoods or districts). A building owner and government advisor took pity on his long and expensive overstay and allowed Greg
to live in a condo unit for free beginning June 1st. He befriended two families who lived along the street under boards leaned against
walls. He provided them with food and clothing, including sandals for 10 to 12 kids in the families. One child, Sofia, was starting
school soon on the internet. Not possessing a phone nor a computer, she would pay one peso for five minutes at the internet café.

Greg left Cebu City on July 3rd, and after transiting in Manila for three nights, he returned home to Whittier by July 9th. "l got here in a
flurry of relief and anger." Shortly before his departure, Cebu had the highest virus count in the Philippines. Greg summed up his
written story this way: "l ended up making some great new friendships in Cebu."
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As of this writing, Greg cannot return to China. Following a short period of loosened travel regulations into the country, his
airline cancelled an expensive, one-way trip back to Guangzhou that was set for early November. He then learned from China
colleagues that new, stricter guidelines for incoming travelers were implemented, and his November 19th flight was predictably



dropped.

Betty L. Uyeda

THE COLLECTIONS

Seaver Center staff contemplate the year 2020 through their rear-view mirror collections:
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Stay home, residents ordered

Newsom says state mandate is needed to help slow virus’ spread
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Dear Valued Customer,

Valley Vista Services, the City’s waste and recycling collector, has informed the City \ ‘

that recycling sorting facilities are shutting down temporarily in order to keep
employees safe.

Waste & Recycling Impacts V)V

Valley Vista Services

Beginning Monday, March 23, Valley Vista Services will be taking both the waste and recycling materials to
the landfill.

Please continue placing all full containers at the curbside of your normal pick up location. The same truck will
service both the recycling and waste containers.

As always, we promise to continue our efforts to provide you with the very best of service and value.

Sincerely,

Valley Vista Services
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Novel Coronavirus in Los
Angeles County*

Cases**

Deaths

As of 12pm 3/28

“including cases reported by Long Beach and Pasadena
Health Departments

**includes deaths

Locations by Region

BREAKING NEWS -
HEAD OF ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS ON an
THE FIGHT TO EXPAND U.S. HOSPITAL CAPACITY B==S

April 7: Rachel Maddow interview with Lt. Gen. Todd Semonite, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers



April 12: Traditional lamb cake for Easter
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LA County Emergency

A Countywide curfew, within the unincorporated and
incorporated areas of Los Angeles County, is in effect from 6:00

P Type here to search

¥

PM to 6:00 AM

6/2/20: Click here to read the revised order

6/1/20: Click here to read the revised order

5/31/20: Click here to read the order

June 2: A curfew order
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Public Health will be improving our data
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beginning on Friday, July 3rd until Monday, July
6th.

COVID-19 inLos
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07/02 Update

Cases through 8:00pm 07/01/2020
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August 15: The Bobcat Fire, seen behind this house, kept foothill residents on evacuation standby
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COURT IS SHAKEN AS
GINSBURG DIES AT 87

VACANCY RAISES STAKES IN 2020 RACE
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final
call for
justice
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TRUMP IS HOSPITALIZED

CONCERNS RISE AS PRESIDENT ENTERS WALTER REED
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Julio Urias y los Dodgers g

su primer titulo en 32 afios — ¢]

segundo campeonato para la ciudad de Los Angeles en 16 dias.
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BIDEN CLOSES IN

MICHIGAN, WISCONSIN WINS PUT HIM ON BRINK

nation
deeply
divisible

NOT CALLED YET

AS BIDEN MAKES GAINS, TRUMP CLAIMS FRAUD




POISED TO PREVAIL

BIDEN PULLING AWAY IN CRUCIAL STATES
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As erowds celebrate across U.S., Trump has yet to concede
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Plan your research visit



Call 213.763.3359 or
Email seavercenter@nhm.org
Limited services are available while the Seaver Center is closed until further notice

The Collections

Search the Online Archive of California

Over 370 general collections
Over 290 photographic collections

Digitized Collections

Search over 34,000 images

The collections are a part of the History Department of the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County.
The Seaver Center opened in 1986 through a generous grant from the Seaver Institute.
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